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‘The Eucharist makes the Church and the Church makes the Eucharist.’
When Catholics say, ‘I don’t go to Mass anymore’, it generally indicates something more significant
than simply deciding to spend less time in church. Often, it relates to a gradual distancing from the
church itself, a growing away from something that once gave meaning, shape and purpose to life.
This is one of the realities that Frank O’Loughlin considers in helping us understand the nature and
function of liturgy in the life of the church. Liturgy is not an ‘added on’ feature for faithful Christians;
it is at the heart of faith, expressing how we understand the gathered community that is the People
of God in our secular world.
Recalling the constant development of how Christians have worshipped from the earliest times, the
teachings of Trent and the Second Vatican Councils, he emphasises the need to respond to cultural
and societal change in order to express his deep appreciation of the ancient principle that connects
Eucharist and church. This involves informed reflection about priesthood, the words we use at Mass,
the nature of signs, the emphasis on people rather than clergy, the purpose of liturgy to express our
longing to make the teaching of the Gospel bear fruit in our lives and our world.
The author writes with authority and insight; above all, he writes from many years of pastoral
experience, aware of changes in families and society, and the perennial need for renewal, openness
and self-giving in liturgy and in the church itself.

Gathering the People of God
Renew the Liturgy – Renew the
Church
Frank O’Loughlin
Coventry Press
9780648861263 — $22.95

Frank O’Loughlin is a priest of the Archdiocese of Melbourne. He studied
Fundamental Theology at the Urban University in Rome and gained a doctorate on
the topic of Theology and Sociology of Knowledge. He studied Liturgy at the Irish
Institute of Pastoral Liturgy and lectured in Fundamental and Sacramental Theology
and in Liturgy at Catholic Theological College, Melbourne. He was parish priest of
Sacred Heart Parish, Sandringham, for nearly 24 years and is currently a retired
assistant priest in the Central Eastern group of parishes Balwyn, Camberwell,
Deepdene, Surrey Hills and Wattle Park.
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